
OFFICERS: 
 

President: Johnny Phillips 
Vice President: James Messer 
Recording Secretary: Edwin Smith 
Financial Secretary: Ray Boston 
Treasurer: Bill Flippo 
Trustees: Keith Hensley, Junior Hol-
den, Kevin Messer 
Guide: David Dutton 
Guards: David Garrison, Robert 
Poellnitz 
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Upcoming Meetings: 
Monday August 10 

Monday September 14 
Monday October 12 

3:45 PM 
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 We must guard against being fooled by false slogans, as 'right-to-work.' It 
provides no 'rights' and no 'works.' Its purpose is to destroy labor unions 
and the freedom of collective bargaining... We demand this fraud be 
stopped. - Martin Luther King, Jr., 1961 

I will be gone to Linden Hall, PA for 
USW training the week of August 10 and 
will not be able to be at our regular 
meeting. We are not sure now if Chief 
will be able to be there either. If he is un-
able to attend, we will postpone our 
regular business meeting til Monday Au-
gust 17. We will make that decision be-
fore the Stewards meeting on August 7 
and get the word out to everyone. 
 
The VPP audit went very well. We expect to hear something offi-
cial from OSHA in a few weeks but the folks who were here had 
nothing but praise for the mill and especially for our people. We 
still hope (and expect) to have our certification and our gain-
sharing in place in time to get a check in October. 
 
I am writing this from beautiful downtown Pittsburg h. The 
USW’s IP Council meeting is tomorrow and then we will meet 
the next day with several other paper company councils.  Details 
are on page 2 of this newsletter. 
 
We have a good group going to the USW’s District 9 Education 
Conference the end of this month and we are looking forward to 
hearing what they learn there. 
 
Continue to remember those members who are off work due to 
illness or injury. —Johnny 

Stewards Meeting 
Friday August 7 

7:30 am 
Training Center 

Room 116 
 

E-Board Meeting  
7:15 

www.usw1137.org 
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USW LOCAL 1137 Courtland, AL 

 

* * * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** ** * * ** * ** * ** * *  
Everyone, especially our stewards, should check out 
our website at www.usw1137.org fairly often. We try 
to keep it updated with the latest information for our 
members. If you have anything you would like to see 
posted there, let us know and we will try to do it. We 
have links there to several interesting websites for   
union members.  

      ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** ** * * ** * ** * ** * ** * *  

As many of you know, Robert “Babe” Wilson is 
now on active duty in Afghanistan. Here is his  
contact information: 
 
Mail :   SPC WILSON, ROBERT 
            HSC 877TH EN. BN. 
            TASKFORCE BUILDER 
            FOB SHARANA 
            APO AE 09311 
 
E-Mail :  
ROBERT.WILSON24@US.ARMY.MIL 
 
We encourage everyone to send him a letter, card 
or e-mail and maybe include a snap shot or two. 
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* * * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * *  

Chet Holt was the   
winner of the  
USW jacket  

at our July meeting. 
* * * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * * 

USW’s IP Council to Meet— 
 
Members of the International Paper, SCA, Graphic 
Packaging, MeadWestvaco, NewPage, Sappi and  
Georgia-Pacific councils will be meeting Aug. 4 in 
Pittsburgh to discuss such topics as organizing and 
bargaining. There will be a presentation on the paper 
safety survey findings and development of a Joint  
Action Plan in each council meeting. Some councils 
will have presentations from their counterparts at 
UNITE, the USW’s partner union in the UK.  
 
On Wednesday, Aug. 5 the councils will convene to-
gether for a joint session. President Gerard will de-
liver a state of the union speech. There will be presen-
tations on the status of the general economy and paper 
industry in the U.S. and UK, paper industry legisla-
tive work and bargaining. Flambeau River will deliver 
a presentation on biofuel and green technology. All of 
the councils will report out on their Joint Action 
Plans.  
 
Meetings will start at 9:00 am both days and last until 
5:00 pm 


