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Catching Up … 
I had another intensive week of training at Linden Hall and at USW Interna-
tional Headquarters. It is always fun and very interesting but there are also long 
days and evenings. From Sunday through Thursday, everyday was at least 10 
hours long and a couple of nights we had to work after dinner to prepare presen-
tations for the next morning. I have one more year to go and have a couple of 
projects I have to complete and send to Pittsburgh before December 31 in order 
to be eligible to attend next year. 
Unfortunately, there was another recordable at the mill last weekend. We are 
still doing better and seem to have more of a focus than we had for a while. In 
order to help keep the focus and to assist in the overall safety program in main-
tenance, James Messer will be devoting more time to safety issues for the next 
few months. This is not a full-time or a permanent assignment but, when possi-
ble, his relief oiler will fill in for him and James will be going all over the mill 
and helping in anyway he can. 
Edwin, Junior, Bill, Keith and Kevin will be attending the District 9 Education 
Conference the week of August 23. Tim Agee and I will be attending the IP/
USW Health and Safety Conference Sept. 14-17. This is the second of the Con-
ferences the company is required by our Master Agreement to hold. Tim will 
also be attending the USW Health and Safety Conference in Pittsburgh in Octo-
ber. - Johnny 

Upcoming Meetings: 
Monday August 9 
Monday September 13 
Monday October 11 

3:45 PM 

Janie Bush 
 was the winner  

of the  
USW jacket  

at our July meeting. 

Stewards Meeting 
Friday August 6 

 7:30 a.m. 
Maintenance 

Training Center 
Room 108 
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National Paper Bargaining  
Conference Preview 
(From the USW’s International  Paper Union Council News) 

The three-day National Paper Bargaining conference (Aug. 17-19) will be an  
opportunity to learn about the global paper industry, forge stronger ties with our 
brothers and sisters in Workers Uniting, gain new skills to improve our bargain-
ing and our locals, develop a plan of action for our council, set our bargaining 
policy and take action on health and safety and unfair trade from China and In-
donesia. 
Our council will meet and report out on four action items and three items of bar-
gaining policy. One person will be elected to attend the Bargaining Policy Task 
Force meeting and give a report to the plenary. 
We will come out of this conference with a clear plan of action for our council 
and our paper sector. 
Johnny Phillips will be attending this important conference and will have a full 
report at our September union meeting. 
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For the Strength of 
Rosie the Riveter:  
Make it in America 
Leo W. Gerard, 
USW International President  

Rosie the Riveter defiantly rolls up her blue work shirt 
to show off a brawny bicep. She’s a symbol of Ameri-
can strength. 

She worked in a manufacturing job, one of millions 
that constructed the defense machine that won World 
War II for the Allies. She said, “We can do it.” And 
America did. 

Now, however, shuttered U.S. factories and off-shored 
manufacturing are sapping American strength. The na-
tion has lost more than 40,000 manufacturing plants 
and one-third of its manufacturing jobs, nearly six mil-
lion, over the past dozen years. China is on the verge 
of overtaking the U.S. in manufacturing output. And 
Americans know it. Late in April, 58 percent of 1,000 
likely voters told pollsters they believed America’s 
economy no longer led the world. 

They also told pollsters they supported enacting a na-
tional manufacturing policy to promote resurgence of 
domestic production — a return to the days of a robust 
Rosie the Riveter and a country that could secure its 
independence with dynamic manufacturing capability. 

Democrats in Congress heard that message. They’ve 
created a program called “Make It in America.” They 
plan to pass a series of bills to create an environment 
in which both Americans and American manufacturers 
make it. “We want everybody to make it in America,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said as she described the 
plan to 2,000 bloggers and progressive activists at 
Netroots Nation 2010 last week in Las Vegas. 

After all the support America has given the financial 
sector – estimated to total more than $4 trillion – it’s 
time for Congress to invest in the productive sector, 

the one that creates jobs, real wealth and American 
power. 

 “We must stop the erosion of our manufacturing 
base, our industrial base, our technological base,” the 
Speaker told Netroots Nation, “It is a national secu-
rity issue to do so,  if we had no other justification,” 
she said, adding that there are, of course, plenty of 
other reasons. 

She said the strategy is to pass “one bill after an-
other” supporting American manufacturing. The 
House started last week with two, 
one to ease American industries’ 
access to raw materials and parts 
and another to improve special-
ized workforce training. 

In addition, Speaker Pelosi said, 
House leaders want to address 
currency manipulation – the de-
liberate undervaluing of currency 
to make a country’s exports artifi-
cially cheap and imports into that country artificially 
expensive. Currency manipulation by China, for ex-
ample, is believed by both conservative and liberal 
economists to be adding as much as 40 cents to every 
dollar of the cost of U.S. products exported to China 
and discounting Chinese goods sold in the U.S. by 40 
cents on every dollar. 

 “There is a strong interest in our caucus in holding 
China accountable for manipulation of currency. That 
would make a tremendous difference in our trade be-
cause currency manipulation is really a subsidy to 
their exports to America – an unfair advantage,” the 
Speaker said at Netroots Nation. 

Other bills Speaker Pelosi hopes to pass soon include 
$5 billion in tax credits for domestic manufacturers 
that produce components for alternative energy and a 
requirement that foreign manufacturers keep at least 
one worker stationed in the U.S. so the company can 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Condolences 
To Joe Crow on the recent loss of his 
mother. 
To Gary Holden on the recent loss of 
his mother-in-law. 
To Robby and Keith McIntire on the 
resent loss of their half-brother. 

We are continuing with our project of send-
ing packages to service people stationed in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. If you have a family 
member or friend or just know of someone 
over there who would appreciate receiving a 
‘care’ package, please give their name and 
address Johnny or any of our other officers. 
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MIAMISBURG, Ohio – July 28, 2010 – Appleton 
Coated LLC, NewPage Corporation, and Sappi Fine 
Paper North America applauded the efforts of more 
than 100 Members of Congress who wrote to Presi-
dent Obama asking for action on Chinese subsidies to 
their paper producers.  
The letter to the President urges that he “carefully ex-
amine the practices employed by the Chinese govern-
ment to provide its paper industry an artificial and un-
fair advantage in the U.S. market, and determine the 
extent to which these practices cause or threaten to 
cause harm to American producers.” The letter was 
spurred by the devastating impact that Chinese un-
fairly-priced paper exports are having on the industry 
all across the country. Indeed, the letters signatories 
come from thirty-one states representing more than 

half of the country.  
The letter points to a study re-
cently released by the Economic 
Policy Institute (EPI) which high-
lighted the continuing efforts of 
the Chinese government to pro-
mote the development of its paper 
producers at almost any expense. 
The academic study, authored by 

Dr. Usha Haley, identified roughly $33 billion in sub-
sidies provided to China’s paper producers in a vari-
ety of forms that have stimulated enormous capacity 
increases and jeopardized production and jobs in the 
U.S.  
This study backs up the facts that underlie the trade 
case that was filed by our companies and the United 
Steelworkers (USW) union last September. That case 
alleged that Chinese and Indonesian paper producers 
benefitted from subsidies and were dumping their 
products in the U.S. market. At each stage of the gov-
ernment’s review of the cases, the concerns were 
validated and relief has been authorized.  
“We deeply appreciate Congress’ strong interest in 
the future of the domestic paper industry. While our 

trade case involves only a subset of the entire industry, 
it has been deeply injured by China’s unfair trade 
practices. The letter to the President shows how im-
portant it is for our government to act on our case and 
provide real, effective relief,” stated George Martin, 
senior vice president, operations of NewPage Corpora-
tion.  
Mark Gardner, president and chief executive officer of 
Sappi Fine Paper North America said, “Elected leaders 
from more than half of the states have shown their 
concern about Chinese unfair trade practices and their 
impact on our industry. Our trade case gives the gov-
ernment the chance to act to help restore a competitive 
market in coated paper.”  
“This letter shows that Congress recognizes how im-
portant our domestic paper sector is to our economy 
and jobs. It’s time for our government to act on the 
broad range of subsidies that China employs to under-
mine competitive companies and their workers. Chi-
nese subsidies, starting with currency manipulation, 
must be addressed. The trade case we’ve filed gives 
the Obama Administration the ability to show that 
they truly are going to enforce our trade laws,” said 
Sandra Van Ert, president and chief executive officer 
of Appleton Coated LLC.  

PAPER COMPANIES APPLAUD 
CONGRESSIONAL EFFORT ASK-
ING FOR OBAMA ADMINISTRA-
TION TO ADDRESS CHINESE 
SUBSIDIES TO PAPER INDUSTRY  



Well, not quite.  Chrysler may make a terrific Grand 
Cherokee in Michigan. But American manufacturing 
needs some help. And with unemployment stuck at 9.5 
percent, so do the American people.  “Make it in Amer-
ica” is that aid.  The AAM poll showed 85 percent of 
those who said the U.S. had lost economic leadership 
believed America could regain it. 

Americans believe we can still do it. 
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(Continued from page 2) 

be officially served with court papers. Also, there’s a 
bill by Illinois Congressman Daniel Lipinski that 
would require each U.S. president to produce a 
manufacturing strategy in the second year of office 
and to review progress annually. 

The survey that prompted Democrats to create the 
“Make It in America” pro-
gram was commissioned by 
the Alliance for American 
Manufacturing (AAM) and 
conducted by Democratic 
pollster Mark Mellman and 

Republican pollster Whit Ayres. They found that 
likely voters believed creating manufacturing jobs 
was more important than reducing the federal deficit 
and more important than cutting government spend-
ing. 

The survey also showed strong support for policies 
requiring the government to buy American-made 
goods. Similarly, it showed the Democrats, Inde-
pendents and Republicans surveyed felt the quality 
of products manufactured in American exceeded 
those made in China, Japan, India and Germany.   

Americans now even prefer U.S.-made cars: An As-
sociated Press-GfK Poll in April showed 38 percent 
of Americans favor U.S. vehicles. Asian brands got 
33 percent. 

“The things that make us American are the things we 
make,” it begins. 

“This has always been a nation of builders, crafts-
men, men and women for whom straight stitches and 
clean welds were matters of personal pride.  They 
made the skyscrapers and the cotton gins, colt re-
volvers, Jeep 4-by-4s,” the ad continues.  

“These things make us who we are,” the narrator 
says. Yes. The things Americans make, make the 
country strong.   

To the sound of a sledge hammer pounding a rail-
road spike, the narrator goes on to describe the re-
born Grand Cherokee, “This, our newest son, 
was  imagined, drawn, craved, stamped, hewn and 
forged here, in America.   It is well-made and it is 
designed to work. This was once a country that made 
things, beautiful things, and so it is again.” 

Beaver, Pa. – July 23, 2010 -- United Steelworkers 
(USW) Local 8183 and the entire Steelworkers family 
today expressed its deepest condolences to the loved 
ones of those injured and killed in last night's explosion 
at Horsehead Corp.'s zinc processing facility in Monaca, 
Pa. The union also announced today that it has estab-
lished a memorial fund to help the victims' families. 
"We are deeply saddened by the loss of our two brothers 
and by the injuries to two others. Nothing will ever take 
away all the pain, but we hope this memorial fund will 
in some small way help their loved ones cope with this 
terrible tragedy," said Bernie Hall, president of USW 
Local 8183, which represents about 500 Horsehead 
workers. 
Those wishing to donate can send checks or money  
orders made out to the Keller and Taylor Families  
Memorial Fund to  
USW Local 8183  
1445 Market St. 
Beaver, PA 15009 

The USW has investigators from its Health, Safety and 
Environment Department on the scene. Representatives 
from the Steelworkers' Emergency Response Team are 
also on site to assist the victims' families and local union 
members. The union will have no further comment at 
this time. 
This is personal to me. Bernie Hall is in the USW Leadership Schol-
arship Program with me. In fact, we were at Linden Hall last 
Thursday afternoon when he got the call about the tragedy at his 
plant.  - Johnny 

“The things that 
make us American 
are the things we 
make”  
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Whenever someone in your crew has a death 
in their family, please contact Johnny or 
Edwin so we can take care of the flowers and/
or Bibles. Don't just assume we know, we'd 
rather be told several times than not at all. 

Check out the Union 
Plus website to learn 
about discounts and 
services available to  
Union members. 
www.unionplus.org 

“President Obama’s goal of doubling exports within 
five years will be impossible to meet if illegitimately  
undervalued Chinese currency continues to force 
American manufacturers out of business."-  

Leo Gerard, USW International President 

Everyone, especially our stewards, should check out our website at www.usw1137.org fairly often. We try to 
keep it updated with the latest information for our members. If you have anything you would like to see posted 
there, let us know and we will try to do it. We have links to several interesting websites for union members. 
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www.UnionSportsmen.org 


